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Sonoma County Job Link Steering Committee

Minutes of March 21, 2011
Present:  Jerry Dunn (Chair), Juanita Estrella, Ron Haugen, David Ohman, Laurie Petta, Carla Howell, Laurie Mitchell, Rebecca Lane-Basler
Staff Present:  Kathy Young, Shaydra Pflaum-Scott
Absent:  Carol Waxman, Peter Harsch
I.
Introductions and Announcements  

Introductions were made.
II.
Approval of Minutes 
Approved minutes for the January 24, 2011 meeting by motion:  /m/ Laurie Petta /s/ Juanita Estrella.
III. 
Updates

A.  Sonoma County Job Link (Kathy Young/Juanita Estrella) – Kathy discussed the Virtual One Stop (VOS) reports.  More people are coming into Job Link and using the VOS system. The VOS system was chosen as the statewide system to replace the Job Training Automation System (JTA).  We do not know when it will go-live at the state level. Demolition has started and construction has begun on the Capricorn building.  The target date for the move is now June 2011.  Job Link will be changing to a new colored scan card with seven digits.  Clients will be able to scan themselves in at workshops after the move.  The business group is working on business outreach ideas.  The North Bay Sponsoring Committee will be doing some outreach of our services.
B.  Executive Committee Report (Jerry Dunn) – There is not much to report in regard to the Executive Committee.  The WIB Executive Committee will be discussing a reduction in the size of the WIB to make it more manageable. 
C.  Disability Report (Shaydra Pflaum-Scott) – The Assistive Technology guide has been distributed to staff.  Shaydra has reinstated 30 second reviews of ADA policies.  
D.  Programmatic and Fiscal News – Member Updates
1. Ron Haugen, Experience Works - They are worried about funding cuts.  It will have an impact on staff and clients.  Currently they are not accepting new participants.  
2. Laurie Petta, Goodwill Industries of the Redwood Empire - Retail is expanding.  Some of the retail shops will have a coffee area. 
3. Jerry Dunn, Human Services - The County is asking each department to cut General Fund expenses by 25%.  This has a much bigger impact on Human Service because of Maintenance of Effort and matching funds. At the Federal level there is much debate over WIA funding.  The Food Stamp program is now called CalFresh.
4. Carla Howell, Rebecca Lane-Basler and Laurie Mitchell - They are all concerned about cuts to redevelopment which will close their programs. 
5. David Ohman, Man Power - He met with Leadership Santa Rosa for Education Day.  The Job Market Quarterly Survey showed that nationally and regionally there were more positive reports on second quarter employment.  Currently there is a higher business confidence level.  It is still a roller coaster in employment.
V. 
New Business – We will need to nominate and vote on a new Chair for the Job Link Steering Committee at the next meeting.  Jerry will be stepping down in June.
VI. 
Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 16, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Department of Rehabilitation.  The following meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the NEW and improved Job Link site.
N:\Data\MGMT\WIB\Job Link Steering Committee\Minutes\2011\03-21-11
PAGE  
N:\Data\MGMT\WIB\Job Link Steering Committee\Minutes\2011\03-21-11

