Sonoma County Youth Education & Employment Council 

Minutes of March 17, 2011
Members present:
Ron Beiden, Dan Blake, Jeanne Buckley, Scott Kincaid, Marilee Eckert, Stephen Jackson, Georgia Ioakimedes, Casey McChesney, Bill Nordskog, Jim Sartain, Rafael Vasquez, and Catherine Wilson
Absent: 
Roy Hurd, Sheron Bradley, and Valerie McKamey 
Notified absence: 
Ed Barr, Steve Freitas, Matt Martin, and Katrina Thurman
Staff: 
Karen Fies, Al Redwine, Shaydra Plaum-Scott, and Judy Oates
I. Welcome
A. Public Comments/ Announcements 

Rafael Vasquez announced SSU and SRJC’s Youth Conference promoting higher education will be held April 23rd for all middle school and high school students in Sonoma County.
Marilee Eckert announced that Conservation Corps North Bay is recruiting kids for Project ReGeneration summer youth camp.  There will be two four-week sessions offered out of their office in Cotati.  They will be able to earn a Serve & Learn America scholarship of $500 upon completion of 100 hours of service in the program that can be applied toward their higher education.  
A youth from the Sonoma County school system asked to address the Board.  He heard about the Youth Council and thought the programs offered sounded interesting.  He read some of the Youth Council’s past minutes to find out what kind of assistance the Youth Council offers.  He is disappointed that the council is focusing on labor programs, employment assistance, and undocumented immigrants.  He would like to see more for assistance offered to youth like him that are making good grades, focused on science and higher level learning and more technical jobs.  He feels that the council should be assisting youth to be a part of the competitive global workforce to be employed by companies like Oracle, E-Bay, and other technical offices and have more opportunities to become the innovators of tomorrow.  Bill thanked him for his comments.  He then reminded the group that the niche that this group has decided to focus on has been kids with challenges and barriers to overcome.  The funding we receive requires that the youth we work with meet a list of challenge criteria.  The Summer Jobs Program uses two funding sources.  The first has the funding rules mentioned regarding challenges, the second allows hiring youth who do not have barriers.  Karen reminded the group that the programs cannot serve undocumented youth.  Stephen Jackson suggested that he look into the academy that will be a part of the Sonoma county Youth Ecology Corps (SCYEC) with the Sonoma County Water Agency if he is interested in ecology.  Jim remarked that there are other programs available to more advanced students that work with more organizations and have assistance available, and networks for help youth interested in the mathematics and science fields.  

Dan Blake announced that the 2nd Annual Sonoma County Maker Kids Mini-Maker Faire has been planned for April 2nd.  Kids of all ages are encouraged to take part in this event.   

Dan Blake announced that the 3rd annual Lobo CommUNITY Fair will be held on May 15th.  This is a family –oriented, community event hosted by Elsie Allen High School, intended to strengthen relationships amongst Santa Rosa’s community members.    
Dan Blake announced that Sonoma County has been named one of four counties in the United States to participate in the Forum for Youth Investment’s Ready by 21, Credentialed by 26 Challenge. This program promotes county efforts to effectively support the transition of youth to adulthood. The goal is to encourage more young people to obtain the educational credentials that have labor market value and can lead to economic independence by age 26.
Georgia Ioakimedes announced they broke ground in October on a new community school in Santa Rosa on Dutton Avenue between Bellevue and Todd.  It will be opening in August.
II. Minutes of January 20 and February 17, 2011

Marilyn Eckert requested that “Youth Ecology Corps” be corrected to read “Youth Conservation Corps” on the fourth page of the January 20th minutes. 
Motion to approve Minutes of January 20th and February 17th with one noted correction: 
Jim Sartain/s/Scott Kincaid.  Motion carried. 
III. Presentation by The Center for Social and Environmental Stewardship
This is the third of a series of presentations at the Youth Council meetings where youth service providers will address the group on a rotating basis to share information about what projects they are working on and to give them an opportunity to request assistance from the Youth Council.  The following provides are currently on our list to invite to future meetings to presents:  California Youth Outreach, Petaluma People Services Center, and Sonoma County Adult and Youth Development.

The Center for Social and Environmental Stewardship was founded in 1976 under the name Circuit Rider Productions.  The agency provides social and environmental services, individual and family counseling, environmental education, gang risk intervention, habitat restoration, youth employment.  They operate out of three office locations:  Windsor, Cloverdale, and Santa Rosa.  Their mission is to support community members to come forward to improve own lives, the lives of others, and the environments in which we all live.  Youth work in their native plant nurseries, nature walk programs, make bird houses, and assist with habitat restoration projects as part of internship programs.  They also have two juvenile justice programs available to youth.  The first is Vista Academy Program which helps kids provide community service for restitution.  The second program is Youth Employment Services (YES).  Another program they provide is Parents Project/Padres Unidos which helps with communication between parents and kids.  They work with the county as a part of the SCYEC and have employed 70 at-risk kids during the summer.  
IV. Future Youth Council Direction/Activities


A. 2011 Summer Jobs Program 
Karen reported that we are entering our third year of the SCYEC.  In 2009 the program was funded by stimulus money.  In 2010 the program was funded by a combination of stimulus, TANF, Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA), and WIA funds.  This year we do not have any stimulus funding and we are one of the few counties planning to host a youth employment program.  The program will be funded by SCWA, grant money, and WIA funds.  Kaiser Permanente will contribute $5K for the food for the program’s Kick-Off Event.  We plan to hire about 200 youth through the program this year. Youth hired using SCWA’s funding will not be required to meet all of the WIA requirements.  Kids in the program will not know which of them are being funded by which program. Karen reported that she feels we will have some level of sustainability for the program from now on as we are finding new ways to support it.

Karen announced that she is going to the Board of Supervisors on Monday to request two temporary staff positions to support the SCYEC.  

There will be an Opportunities Fair for the kids on July 28th near the end of the program.  Ron Beiden will be the chair for the Kick-Off Opportunities Committee.  Volunteers for the sub-committee are:  Bill Nordskog, Casey McChesney, Dan Blake, Kari Lockwood, Kellie Noe, Scott Kincaid, and Stephen Jackson.  
Bill remarked that the SCYEC has been a great program and impacted a lot of young lives and this should create a sense of pride for Karen and her team.  The fact it is being run again this year in absence of the stimulus funding is a tribute to Karen.  
Discussed forming a sub-committee to work on additional funding sources for youth programs.  It was decided to wait until after the summer program is complete to start this committee.  This group will look to find a way to fund year-round opportunities for youth employment. 
B. Strategic Plan:  Youth Council Engagement


       

Stephen Jackson discussed a study from Harvard that outlines several models for greater participation of business and industry in work-based learning programs for youth.  He suggested that these are models we could draw upon to engage more Sonoma County youth in work-based learning activities.

Bill Nordskog told the group he feels there are really three efforts in the county aiming for similar goals.  Upstream and Health Action are broad based programs working with a goal similar to that of the United Way.  He feels there are a lot of needs the Youth Council and Workforce Investment Board could align in this program and then assist with the remaining issues.  Bill Nordskog suggested that the Council ask someone to do a presentation on Upstream focused on youth related items to the Council can keep those goals in mind going forward.  Upstream is a program to encourage working with youth to prevent issues.  We will discuss how to align these programs at future meetings.
V. Staff Reports

Move Update - The official move will be a five week process beginning in June and end in July.  There will only be a one day break in service when we close Job Link one Friday.  All of our services will be located in the one floor of one building to increase efficiency.  A total of 165 staff will be relocated.  The new office will be LEED certified.  Youth Council members will be invited to the grand opening in August.  

Budget – We are still waiting to see what our budget numbers will be for funding.  

Karen announced that we applied for a grant through the Department of Labor, Civic Justice Corps, for $1.5 million create a juvenile ex-offender program similar to our Summer Jobs Program, to serve 120 youth.  This would provide support to youth who want to make a change in their lives.  

 Jim Sartain reported that even with all the ups and downs over the years there is still a lot of good going on and this group has completely turned around lives with some of these kids.   
VI. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm. 
The next meeting of the Youth Council will be May 19, 2011 at 3:30 pm
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