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Sonoma County Job Link Steering Committee

Minutes of July 18, 2011
Present:  David Ohman (Chair), Laurie Petta, Juanita Estrella, Ron Haugen, Rebecca Lane-Basler
Staff Present:  Kathy Young, Ulla Mast, Shaydra Ennis, Peggy Parlee
Absent:  Lorraine Du Vernay, Carol Waxman, Catherine Wilson, Peter Harsch
I. Introductions and Announcements  

Introductions were made.
II. Approval of Minutes 
Approved minutes for the May 16, 2011 meeting by motion:  /m/ Juanita Estrella /s/ Laurie Petta.
III. Team Reports

A. Marketing – Ulla Mast

Ulla reviewed the data on Outreach Events, Hiring Events, Job Link Media Exposures and WIB Media Exposures.
B. Staff Development – Peggy Parlee

Peggy let the steering committee know about the partner panel series starting in August.  There are three panels scheduled for August, September and October.

C. Softek – Kathy Young for David Wayte

The Softek committee is working on Web updates and the transfer of our old socojoblink information to joblinksonomacounty.
Updates

A. Sonoma County Job Link (Kathy Young/Juanita Estrella) – the Vet Net Veterans’ Networking Group is going well.  An open house for our new facility is still planned for sometime in August – more information to come.  Numbers of individuals using Job Link are increasing.  More layoffs are happening in the county and our Rapid Response activities have increased.  The State Farm lay off will have an impact on our numbers over the coming months.
B. Disability Report (Kathy Young) – Same report as last time - Shaydra put together an Assistive Technology Guide for staff and has also resumed the 30 Second Trainings.  New employees will receive disability training, and more staff training will be scheduled.
C. Programmatic and Fiscal News – Member Updates
1. Manpower (David Ohman) - David let the group know he has seen an increase in full time permanent positions.  Some of these salaries have been higher than in the past.
2. Employment Development Department (EDD) (Juanita Estrella) – There is a halt on all projects and “swag” distribution.
3. Goodwill Industries of the Redwood Empire (Laurie Petta) – Goodwill has opened a store on 4th street in the old Hall’s building and will be opening a new store on Stony Point.  They may have a coffee area available.
4. Experience Works (Ron Haugen) – Experience Works continues to struggle with budget considerations.  This is DOL-funded, and their budget has been cut in half.  They won’t bring on new participants until current ones are moved off (the easiest way is through employment). 
5. Family Self-Sufficiency Program (Rebecca Lane-Basler) – This is a federally funded program that works with folks who have Section 8 housing.  Rebecca is responsible for the city section 8 program and Laurie Mitchell is responsible for the rest of the county section 8 program.
IV. New Business 
A. VOS Business Presentation – Sherry Parr
Sherry gave a brief presentation on how businesses can use the Virtual One Stop system on our Joblinksonomacounty.com website.
B. Other

None.
V. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2011 at the Employment Development Department located at 606 Healdsburg Avenue, in Santa Rosa.
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