
Youth Council Executive Meeting
Minutes of July 21, 2011
Present:  

Bill Nordskog, Ed Barr, Dan Blake, Scott Kincaid and Jim Sartain
Notified Absence:
Ron Beiden and Roy Hurd 
Staff Present:  
Karen Fies, Al Redwine, Steven Czegus, Tracy Repp, and Judy Oates
I. Public Comment / Announcements
Al Redwine announced that the Youth Education & Employment Council name has been officially changed to the Youth Council by the Board of Supervisors.

Karen Fies announced that the Sonoma County Water Agency has agreed to fund three Sonoma County Youth Ecology Corps (SCYEC) crews of eight workers for ten weeks, August 5th to October 14th, to complete more projects.  Two of these crews will work in Santa Rosa, one will be in Rohnert Park.  The members of these crews will consist of an “all star” team made up from the various crews that worked this summer.  

Dan Blake announced that Sonoma County Office of Education was named one of 13 recipients of a Middle Grades Career Technical Education grant awarded by the California Department of Education. The grant will allow them to expand and improve career awareness and exploration efforts local middle schools with more hands-on experiences.

Dan Blake also announced that Sonoma County Office of Education program “Ready By 21 – Credentialed by 26” is now in the process of doing data collection to report on its progress.  There will be a Youth Summit on September 8th to allow more community involvement.  
II. Minutes of June 23, 2011  

Motion to approve minutes of May 19th:  Jim Sartain/s/Ed Barr.  Motion carried.
III. Membership

Al reported that Jim Gattis submitted an application for the Youth Council.  Staff recommended the council not take action today as we are still reviewing the criteria for the make-up of the membership to determine what seats we have available.  We hope to recommend a response to his application at the next Youth Council Executive meeting.  

Al commented that there are some mandatory categories that have be especially difficult fill, such as a parent of an eligible youth, and in and out of school youth.  We need to discuss this at the full Youth Council meeting and look at possible recruiting for these seats.  Bill asked that we review current membership and attendance at the next meeting.  
IV. Sonoma County Youth Ecology Corps 
Opportunities Fair

This year’s Opportunities Fair will be held on July 28th at Sonoma County Office of Education.  There is one more planning meeting scheduled before the event.  There has been a great turn out of people volunteering to be mock job interviewers.  We expect there will be about 20 exhibitors from business, educators, and other youth services.  

VI. 2012-2013 Youth Program Design

One goal of the new program will be to coordinate with the Upstream Program.  Another goal will be to introduce the Youth First Hiring Agreement.  The 2012-2013 program will combine the summer and year-round programs into one program to streamline the administration of the programs and allow more focus on program operations.  
Karen asked the group if they would prefer the planning for the program to be done at regular Youth Council meetings or if a sub-committee should be created to work on this issue.  It was decided to form a sub-committee.  If members from outside the Youth Council are invited to participate it is critical that they do not vote on actions that could benefit their agencies.  Representatives from all agencies must be invited, or none.    
Funding by region or by eligible population density will be decided by the group.  Staff will develop the RFP once parameters are set by the subcommittee and Youth Council.  
VII. Next Meeting



Jim Sartain corrected the time on the agenda for the August Youth Executive meeting to read that the meeting will start at 4:00 pm.   

Bill Nordskog requested the following items be added to the agenda for the September 15th Youth Council meeting. 

1) Setting a tentative timeline for the 2012-2013 Youth Program Design and RFP process.

2) Discuss membership and have a list of the Youth Council membership make-up and attendance be available for discussion.    
3) A presentation on “Ready by 21- Credentialed by 26” to be provided by Dan Blake of Sonoma County Office of Education.    

Ed Barr acknowledged and thanked Bill Nordskog for his first year as Chair of the Youth Council. 

VIII. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 2:55 pm.
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