
Sonoma County Youth Council 

Minutes of July 21, 2011
Members present:
Bill Nordskog, Dan Blake, Ed Barr, Roy Hurd, Scott Kincaid, Steve Freitas, Steve Herrington, Matt Martin, Valerie McKamey, Jim Sartain, and Katrina Thurman
Absent: 
Marilee Eckert, Georgia Ioakimedes, Stephen Jackson, and Rafael Vasquez
Notified absence: 
Ron Beiden, Sheron Bradley, Jeanne Buckley, Casey McChesney, and Catherine Wilson
Staff: 
Karen Fies, Al Redwine, Steven Czegus, Tracy Repp, Mehroz Baig, Kati Fein, Shaydra Ennis and Judy Oates
I. Welcome
A. Public Comments/ Announcements 
Al Redwine announced that the Youth Education & Employment Services Council has been officially renamed the Youth Council by the Board of Supervisors.
Karen Fies announced that the Sonoma County Water Agency has agreed to fund three Sonoma County Youth Ecology Corps (SCYEC) crews of eight workers for ten weeks, August 5th to October 14th, to complete more projects.  Two of these crews will work in Santa Rosa, one will be in Rohnert Park.  The members of these crews will consist of an “all star” team made up from the various crews that worked this summer.  
Jim Sartain reported that he attended the open house at the Tamayo house and found it a great opportunity to show what they do.  The Tamayo House is home to 23 youth, many of whom have aged out of foster care or were formerly homeless. The young adults who live at Tamayo House have the opportunity to learn independent living skills in a supportive environment. They pay rent, learn to cook, find jobs, and complete their educations.
Dan Blake announced that Sonoma County Office of Education was named one of 13 recipients of a Middle Grades Career Technical Education grant awarded by the California Department of Education. The grant will allow them to expand and improve career awareness and exploration efforts in local middle schools, offering more hands-on experience.
Katrina Thurman announced that West County Community Services and Family Service Agency have merged, creating a stronger organization with potential to grow and expand their services.  

B. Minutes of May 19
Motion to approve minutes of May 19th:  No quorum 
II. Presentation by California Youth Outreach (CYO), Gustavo Mendoza and Steve Velasquez
California Youth Outreach (CYO) is a youth organization that serves high risk and gang impacted youth, families, and their communities in Sonoma, Santa Clara, Alameda, Monterey, and Fresno counties.  CYO is dedicated to reaching out to youth and showing them employment services, intervention program and resource opportunities.  Staff works with kids to set goals for themselves and to get away from the “we” gang mentality.  The gang outreach helps kids that want to change find ways to change their lifestyle through personal development/support groups, conflict/mediation, and social recreation.  The program works with juvenile hall youth and has expanded to work with kids and the probation camp.  Staff also works with youth at the following service sites:  Abraxis, McBride, Conservation Corps North Bay, R House group homes, Sonoma County Sheriff, WIA providers, the Mayor’s Preventions Task Force, Parole and Community team, VOICES, Santa Rosa  City Schools, Youth Build, Probation Camp, Salvation Army, Burbank Housing, and Sonoma County Probation.   
This was the 5th of a series of presentations at the Youth Council meetings where youth service providers will address the group on a rotating basis to share information about what projects they are working on and to give them an opportunity to request assistance from the Youth Council.  Petaluma People Services Center will be invited to do a presentation on their services at a future meeting.  

III. 2012-2013 WIA Youth Services
Discussed the planning process for the youth program design for the request for proposals for next year’s program.  This will include the program’s alignment with the Upstream initiative, compliance with requirements of the Workforce Investment Act, and will introduce a Youth First Hiring Agreement to be explored with other county departments. 

The Board of Supervisors approved combining the year-round and summer programs for contracting.  
The group would like to look at the demographic of youth in Sonoma County to help them decide how to provide services.  Looking at dividing services by region or by population.  They will also review the required 10 elements of the Workforce Investment Act and what requirements are needed for state reporting.  This year will include some Upstream goals as well.  
Karen commented that to be free of any conflict of interest, members will be asked to recuse themselves from voting on decisions if there is the slightest chance their agency will apply for funding.  

Marla Stuart of the Human Services Department took the group through a logic model exercise to help define the program’s goals.  The purpose of this exercise is to make sure everyone is in agreement on goals.  
The information gathered will be used to create a logic model that will be followed by a literature review to validate planning assumptions.    

Bill commented that the purpose of this process is to try to establish goals and quantification.  He suggested providing baseline data points of current status on items such as Healthy Sonoma and Upstream when the goals are discussed at the meeting on September 15th.   
IV. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 pm. 
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