
Workforce Investment Board 
Executive Committee
Minutes of December 8, 2010
Members present:  
Ed Barr, Oscar Chavez, Jerry Dunn, Steve Herron, Roy Hurd, Scott Kincaid, and 
Bill Nordskog
Excused absence:  
Judy Coffey

Staff: 
Karen Fies, Al Redwine, Steven Czegus, Sarah Deming, Loren Lopez and Judy Oates
I. Public Comments


None.   
II. Approve Minutes of November 10, 2010

Motion to approve the minutes:  Jerry Dunn /s/ Roy Hurd.  Motion carried.
III. Membership
The group discussed the WIB membership application of Matt Martin, Director of Social Advocates for Youth.  He was recently approved by the Youth Council Executive Team to be a member of the Youth Council.  He has previous involvement with the Boy & Girls Club and joined the Santa Rosa Mayor’s Task Force this morning.  Motion was made to approve the WIB membership application of Matt Martin and forward this request to the Board of Supervisors for approval.  Steve Herron /s/ Jerry Dunn approved.  Motion carried.  

Karen informed the group that the WIB staff is working with state monitors on the issue of membership.  The state is citing us because there is not currently a business majority for board membership.  
The Youth Council Executive Committee has forwarded recommendations to the WIB Executive Committee for four individuals to be added to the Youth Council.  
The first is Matt Martin, the Executive Director of Social Advocates for Youth. For over ten years, he has been involved in youth advocacy, program facilitation, and curriculum design. He began his career as an elementary school teacher in Providence, RI, and continued working with English Language Learner students in Oakland. 

The second is Tanya Escalante Carvajal, Site Director for V.O.I.C.E.S. Sonoma, a program dedicated to serving transitioned foster youth exiting systems of care. While at V.O.I.C.E.S., Tanya has sought out opportunities to help a population she identifies with and become a stronger leader in the community. In moving forward in her education and career, Tanya wants to invest in working on behalf of transition aged foster youth.  [Note: Ms. Escalante Carvajal subsequently left her position with V.O.I.C.E.S. and is not being recommended for the Youth Council membership.]
The third is Marilee Eckert, the Executive Director of Conservation Corps North Bay. She has over 30 years of experience working in the youth development field. Eighteen of those years she spent working at the Conservation Corps North Bay teaching youth the importance of natural resource conservation in the development of sustainable communities.  She would bring experience for the summer youth program.

The fourth is Sheron Bradley who is the Tenant Services Supervisor of the Sonoma County Housing Authority at the Community Development Commission. She has spent the last twelve years managing subsidized housing arrangements for a variety of populations in Sonoma County. Currently she is working in partnership with Family, Youth, and Children Services of the Sonoma County Human Services Department to administer housing vouchers for former foster youth. She has also been involved with Junior League of Napa/Sonoma, YMCA, and other community organizations.  She would replace Carol Turner.  
A motion was made to approve these four applicants to the Youth Council and forward their applications to the Board of Supervisors for review and approval.  Scott Kincaid /s/ Roy Hurd approved.  Motion carried.  
Bill Nordskog informed the group he has been in contact with the Santa Rosa Teen Council and they are interested in having a member of the Teen Council join the Youth Council.  
IV. Building Economic Success Together (BEST)
The Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring an initiative to promote economic development and job creation called BEST.  Scott Kincaid, Karen Fies, Steve Herron, Jonathon Coe, Jim Leddy, Veronica Ferguson and Ben Stone attending a meeting hosted by the Chamber and the WIB has been asked to look at the proposed program to see how we can help financially or otherwise.  The program proposes to bring high level jobs to the county which would filter down into lower level jobs and help the whole economy.  They are looking for $3.2 M in funding for the program.  

The Committee discussed the initiative and funding proposed and arrived at these conclusions.  

· The EDB and the WIB already provide most of these services (including the work at Job Link and the Innovation Council, etc.).

· There may not be strong public support to do aggressive business development in Sonoma County. 

· We need to support the existing services infrastructure, instead of fragmenting/duplicating efforts.  

· CBOs have to respond to RFPs to get government funding; why does the Chamber think they can just be given funding?  

· We need to encourage them to link with existing efforts in the County.
· We need a better strategy to create jobs. WIB members are willing to sit down to discuss different ideas.
Karen will give this response to Ben Stone of the Economic Development Board to share with the BEST team. 
V. Committee Reports
The Green Jobs Council, Job Link Steering Committee, and Youth Council did not meet this month so there were no reports. 
VI. Staff Reports

Karen reported that she expects to bring funding recommendations for SonomaWORKS Employment Services and WIA Child Care Services for approval at the next WIB Executive Committee meeting.  Attendance was urged for this meeting as a quorum is needed to take action.
VII. Next Agendas
The next date for both the Executive WIB meeting will be held on January 12, 2011. 

Executive Session:  
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Items for action:

Proposal Review Committee Funding Recommendations:  




-  SonomaWORKS Employment Services




-  WIA Child Care

The next date for both the Executive WIB and Full WIB meetings will be held on February 9, 2011. 

Executive Session:  2:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Full WIB Session:   3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

VIII. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm. [image: image1.png]
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